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Happy New Year! 

As this is the first newsletter of 2016, ‘Best Wishes’ for a happy and 

healthy year are extended to all pupils, parents and guardians.  

 

 

 

Off to a Great Start! 

The first two months of 2016 

have been very busy and 

exciting!  Here in St. Aidan’s, in 

keeping with the aims of the 

Primary Curriculum, we aim to 

provide ‘a holistic education to 

enable children to live their 

lives to the full and to realise 

their potential as unique 

individuals’.  As well as 

engaging in a full class 

programme each week, we have 

also been involved in many 

initiatives and activities all of 

which have presented their 

own opportunities for 

development.  

In this newsletter you will read 

about some of the experiences 

we have had this year so far. 

We also bring you up-to-date 

on what is new and coming up 

shortly. 

  

  

 

 

 

Catholic Schools’ Week and Grandparent’s Day 

Catholic Schools Week is an all-Ireland annual 

event. It is a celebration of Catholic schools 

throughout Ireland. Catholic Schools Week 2016 

took place from Sunday 31 January to Saturday 6 

February on the theme “Catholic Schools:  

Challenged to Proclaim God’s Mercy”.  

Each day we prayed together as a school and we 

listened to and talked about the ‘Thought for the 

Day’ as well as completing many of the suggested 

activities. 

The highlight of Catholic Schools’ Week for us was 

‘Grandparents Day’ when lots of grandparents visited 

our classrooms, told us about their time in school and 

looked at our work. Some classes had made gifts and 

cards to give the grandparents and others sang or 

played tunes on the tin whistles. We finished with a 

beautiful Prayer Service and remembered the many 

grandparents who couldn’t be there.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Mission  -Feb. 28th to March 4th       

This week we welcomed 5 of the Missioners who have 

been leading a Mission in the parish, to our school. 

They met with all the classes, had some very 

interesting stories to tell, sang songs with us and 

prayed.    

First Confession and First Communion 

The children of 2nd Class will make their First Confession on Thursday, March 10th in the Church of the 

Holy Family, Kiltimagh at 7.30pm.  

To date 2nd  have taken part in two ‘Do This in Memory of Me’ masses and two more will take place on 

March 13th and April 16th.         First Communion Day is May 7th. Mass is at 11.30a.m.  

http://www.kiltimaghns.ie/
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Congratulations! The St. Aidan’s School Choir under the direction of Ms. 

Vivienne Lee was awarded 1st Place in the Kiltimagh Choral Festival Competition, 

Primary Schools Section, on Friday last, Feb 26th. The choir accompanied by Ms Deirdre 

Lee and conducted by Ms Vivienne Lee gave an outstanding performance of their 2 pieces 

– Pure Imagination and I Just Can’t Wait to be King. Well done everyone! 

School support for -  

OPERATION TRANSFORMATION  

KILTIMAGH 

In keeping with our Healthy Eating Policy and the 

maintenance of our Get Active  status we decided 

to do our bit for this excellent initiative which has 

had our town ‘on the move’ since early January. 

Tom Byrne, a regular coach to the school and Sonia 

Gilmartin, parent, two of the local leaders were 

delighted to visit the school and talk to the 

children about the importance of eating well and 

being active. The whole school went walking with 

Tom and Sonia and some of the children in the 

senior classes jogged.  

Refreshing healthy treats  - apples, oranges, 

bananas ++ were given to everyone on their return. 

Sincere thanks to Shane Gilmartin and his staff 

for supplying these and the drinks of water also. 

 We continued our Get Active focus with the ever 

popular ‘Wake-up, Shake-up’ routine in the 

mornings and some Active Homework every evening.   

Congratulations to Michael Moran, Board of Management, St. 

Aidan’s N.S., on his achievement and award for losing the 

greatest amount nationally, for the duration of the 

programme. 

 

 

 

Credit Union Table Quiz 

for Schools 

4 teams represented the school at 

the 1st stage of this Quiz at local 

level in early February. All teams did 

extremely well with one team 

securing a place at Stage 2, Chapter 

Level. Cormac, Grace, Jonathon and 

David, Under 11 Category, again did 

very well and secured a 3rd prize. 

Each team player received a 

certificate and €20. Well done all!  

School Band – ready to 

March! 

With just 2 weeks left to St. 

Patrick’s Day, great practice is taking 

place daily and all that is needed is to 

put the finishing touches to the 

School Band in preparation for the 

Annual Parade. A record number of 

children are taking part this year and 

will also play on two other occasions 

that week – Proclamation Day, March 

15th, at the school and again on 

Friday, Mar 18th, at a special 

commemorative ceremony organised 

by the Kiltimagh Tourism 

Association.    
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Retirement Wishes 

Joe and Nancy Lavan 

On Jan. 31st Lavan Coaches 

ceased operation as Joe and 

Nancy decided it was time for 

them to retire. 

St. Aidan’s N.S. has been a very 

loyal customer of Lavan Coaches 

since 1988 and would like to 

thank Joe and Nancy for their 

wonderful service and 

commitment to the school for 

almost 30 years. We wish them 

both a long, healthy and happy 

retirement. Best wishes also to 

their family and staff. They will 

be greatly missed by all of us! 

Educational Trips 

 1st Class enjoyed a class trip to The Museum of Country Life 

where they had the opportunity to learn about life in the past  

 Ms Mc Callion took Junior Infants to the Post Office recently. 

Her class were following the journey a letter takes. What a 

surprise when Postman Henry appeared at the classroom door 

with their letter the next day!  

 

Green Schools – Travel Theme 

A ‘Walkability Audit’ of Kiltimagh was conducted by 6th Class with 

Laura Dixon of An Taisce.  A report has been forwarded to Mayo 

Co Co. The main recommendations include: 

1. Footpaths need to be improved throughout the town. 

2. Pedestrian crossings should be put in place on Main St. and 

on Thomas St. at St. Aidan’s NS. 

We will continue with this area of the Green Schools programme 

while maintaining our work on Litter and Waste Management, 

Energy and Water. 

 
Application for Science Award 

Many of the steps of this application have been completed since 

September. The most recent aspect of it has been to invite an 

engineer to speak to the children. Sincere thanks to Thomas 

Campbell of Kiltimagh, a civil engineer, for two very interesting 

presentations – one to 5th and 6th together, the second to 3rd and 

4th.  There was a huge interest by the children and Thomas 

answered numerous well thought out and very relevant questions.  

 

  St. Louis Sisters, RIP 

Two  former  colleagues, Sr. 

Mairead Mc Nally 

(Carrickmacross) former principal 

of St. Aidan’s Girls N.S.  and  Sr. 

Kathleen Foley (Kiltimagh),  the 

last two St. Louis Sisters to teach in 

the primary schools of  Kiltimagh, 

passed away during Jan. and Feb. 

Representatives of St. Aidan’s 

attended both funerals. Ar dheis Dé 

go raibh a  n-anama. 

Please continue to observe the following – 

1.  An Absence Note is a requirement when your child has been absent for one or more 

days. Please forward to the school on the day your child returns or a.s.a.p.  

2. Morning Traffic – this is running quite smoothly for now but I would ask please that 

you would come round the roundabout and let your son/daughter out against the 

footpath. PLEASE DO NOT DRIVE UP IN FRONT OF THE SCHOOL UNLESS YOU ARE A 

PARENT WITH PRIOR PERMISSION i.e. parents of SEN children 

3. Collecting at end of school day – Children should not walk across the yard to a car 

unaccompanied. In the interest of safety please collect your child at the barriers.  


