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1916 Commemoration and Raising of the National Flag 

On March 15th, in every school in Ireland the National Flag was raised in commemoration 

of the events of 1916. A ceremony attended by parents and members of the Kiltimagh 

Community was held in St. Aidan’s on this day. A special invitation had been extended to 

the Kiltimagh Historical Society and we were delighted to welcome a number of them to 

our celebration. Classes from 2nd to 6th outlined aspects of 1916 they had studied which gave 

everyone present a brief but informed account of what happened in Dublin, Easter 1916. 

Project work from each class was referred to and spoken about and the school choir sang 

Amhráin na bhFiann. The celebration continued outdoors with a performance by the 

school band and majorettes, a reading of the 1916 Proclamation by Basil Burke (Historical 

Society), the reading of a new Proclamation for 2016 written and read by 6th Class and 

finally the raising of the National Flag by Henry King of Cuiltibo, Kiltimagh. Henry who 

was born in the decade following the Easter Rising of 1916 was delighted to be associated 

with our celebration.  See www.kiltimaghns.ie for further information and photos 

 

 

 

St. Patrick’s Day Parade 

Once again, with great pride the school 

band, Banna Cheoil Scoil Aodáin, took part 

in the annual Kiltimagh St. Patrick’s Day 

Parade. Children from 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th 

Classes played a range of instruments 

including tin whistles, accordions, bell liars 

and drums. They were prepared by their 

teachers Alma Tierney, Claire Hickey, 

Michelle Rushe and Brendan Donnellan. In 

glorious sunshine on St. Patrick’s Day the 

boys and girls looked resplendent in the 

green, white and orange uniform as they 

marched through the town. The uniform 

which has been in use for well over 30 

years is carefully looked after each year 

by our secretary, Caroline Walsh. Well 

done everyone!  

A treat for all band members is planned for 
May 13th   

Banna Cheoil Scoil Aodáin also participated in 

the 1916 Commemoration organised by the 

Kiltimagh Tourism Association on Friday 

evening, March 18th. It was a great honour for 

us to be a part of this local celebration. 

 Go raibh míle maith agaibh go léir! 

  

 

Majorettes  

In keeping with tradition the girls from 2nd Class 

were trained as majorettes to march ahead of the 

school band on St. Patrick’s Day. Their routine 

involved a variety of moves using green and white 

or orange and white pom-poms. Thanks to Aisling 

Nyland and Aveen Mc Nicholas for training the 

majorettes. They looked beautiful on the day and 

did a wonderful job. 

Well done to all the 2nd Class girls! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Aidan’s N.S. – Lighting the Minds of 

your Little Bright Sparks! 

Winners of the U12 Category in the St. 

Patrick’s Day Parade 

Congratulations to all the boys and girls of Jun. 

and Sen. Infants and their teachers Ms McCallion, 

Ms Lee and Ms Boyle who were winners of a 1st 

Prize in the Floats Competition in the Parade. The 

float which was highlighting the advances made 

with the turning on of power in our country in the 

1950’s was superbly planned and assembled in the 

days and weeks leading up to the parade.        

Great credit to everyone involved! 

 

 

http://www.kiltimaghns.ie/
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Seachtain na Gaeilge 

Opportunities to use and speak the Irish we have learned and 

know was the focus of this week. The children were 

encouraged to think of all the times during the day they 

could use a ‘cúpla focal’ – to greet each other and the staff, 

to tell some news, when playing, while eating lunch and lots 

more. Each teacher had a pack of stickers to award children 

who made an effort. The Principal also had a special pack 

which she used when she heard Irish being spoken on the 

corridor, in the classrooms, in the lines and in the playground. 

The events of the week were co-ordinated by Deirdre 

McCallion and Aveen McNicholas  

Highlights of Seachtain na Gaeilge were the Table Quiz for 

3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th and the display of outdoor games on the 

last day when each class gave a demonstration of the game 

they had practiced through Irish. Bhaineamar an-taitneamh 

as na h-imeachtaí go léir.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Active Week 

April 25th – 28th is National Active 

Week. This time last year St. Aidan’s 

was awarded the Active School’s Flag 

having completed all the requirements 

of the application for an Active 

School status.  

A full timetable has been drawn up by 

the co-ordinators of Active Week – 

Michelle Rushe and Aisling Nyland.  A 

variety of activities including Dance, 

Circuits, Golf, Tai Chi, Welly Walks, 

Orienteering, Astro Turf Soccer, 

Basketball, Football and Obstacle 

Course are included on the timetable 

as well as the popular daily ‘Wake Up, 

Shake-Up’ 

6th Class Fundraiser for Trócaire 

Congratulations to the children of 6th class, their 

parents and teacher Mr. Donnellan for the 

wonderful Bake Sale and Jumble Sale held in the 

school on Friday last, April 22nd. The proceeds 

which totalled €800.72 were added to the Lenten 

Campaign for Trócaire in the parish. Fr. Paddy, in 

his sermon on Sunday thanked the children for 

their very generous donation.  

First Communion 

The children of 2nd Class will celebrate their First Holy Communion Day on Saturday, May 7th. Mass will be 

celebrated in the Church of the Holy Family, Kiltimagh at 11.30am at which the children will receive Jesus in 

Holy Communion for the first time. In preparation for this occasion the children recently visited the 

Carmelite Sisters in Knock with their teacher Aisling Nyland and were involved in the cutting of communion 

breads. Fr. Paddy will use these breads at the mass on their special day. The school choir under the 

direction of Vivienne Lee are busily preparing to sing at the mass and will perform some new hymns not sung 

previously.  

 

Coming up! 

Skip-Hop Workshops 

We are looking forward to 2 days of 

skipping workshops on May 16th and 

17th. The aim of these workshops is to 

encourage children and adults to skip for 

health, fun and fitness whilst introducing 

traditional skipping games back into the 

school playground. More details nearer 

the time. 
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 Congratulations 
and 

Get Well Wishes  

from all of us! 

Congratulations to Úna Mc 

Neela (Sen Infs and 1st Class 

teacher) on the birth of her 

son Donnacha on April 3rd.  

Wishing a speedy recovery to 

Della Macken, Deputy 

Principal following her knee 

surgery in March.   

Vivienne Lee is Acting Deputy 

Principal in Della’s absence 

 

 

Award – Maths Eyes Competition 

Lauryn Carney 5th has been invited to Dublin on May 9th to the 

prize-giving ceremony following her success in the ‘Have you got 

Maths Eyes?’ competition  which was run in the school last 

October by Della Macken.  Lauryn will be accompanied by her 

family and we hope they have a most enjoyable day.  

 
Green Schools – Travel Theme 

This project is progressing well with the results of the recent 

survey carried out in Feb. and March on ‘How we Travel to School’ 

now displayed on the Junior Corridor.  

Everyone welcome to view this display. 

The co-ordinators Karen Mc Hugh and Caroline Commons recently 

met with Laura Dixon of An Taisce. Laura is supporting us in our 

efforts. Plans for a focus week in May are nearing completion and 

will soon be presented to us by Karen and Caroline.  

All other aspects of our Green School’s initiatives continue – 

Litter and Waste Management and Energy and Water 

Conservation. 

 Application for an Award of Excellence in 

 Science and Maths 

This application was completed and submitted by Claire Hickey, 3rd 

Class, in the last week. When compiled, the impressive application 

included work carried out on many different aspects of the 

Science  and Maths Programmes  by all classes in the school.  We 

are eagerly awaiting news from Science Foundation Ireland. 

 

  SCHOOL UNIFORM 

It is important that all classes 

continue to wear the proper 

and full uniform for the 

remainder of the year. Blue or 

White Polo Shirts can replace 

blouses and shirts but no 

logotype jerseys or t-shirts 

are allowed.  

 

Please continue to observe the following – 

1.  An Absence Note is a requirement when your child has been absent for one or more days. Please forward to the school 

on the day your child returns or a.s.a.p.  

2. Morning Traffic – this is running quite smoothly for now but I would ask please that you would come round the 

roundabout and let your son/daughter out against the footpath. PLEASE DO NOT DRIVE UP IN FRONT OF THE 

SCHOOL UNLESS YOU ARE A PARENT WITH PRIOR PERMISSION i.e. parents of SEN children 

3. Collecting at end of school day – Children should not walk across the yard to a car unaccompanied. In the interest of safety please 

collect your child at the barriers.  

4. UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCE SHOULD A CHILD HAVE A MOBILE PHONE WITH THEM IN SCHOOL 

Football report in the 

next newsletter 


