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Welcome to a new School Year 

As this is the first newsletter of the 2016/2017 School Year I would like to extend a warm 

welcome to pupils, staff, parents, Board of Management, Parents Association and all involved 

in our school. We look forward to a great year ahead for everyone and our wish is that we all 

enjoy good health and happiness both in school and out.  

 

 

 

Junior Infants 

A total of 28 new Junior 

Infants started school on 

August 30th. They have settled 

in very quickly and have been 

so busy in their first 3 weeks  

learning rhymes and songs 

(including ‘The Green and Red 

of Mayo’) as well as doing lots 

of pre-reading, pre-writing and 

pre-number activities. The 

Principal has been invited to 

visit the Junior Infant room on 

a number of occasions to hear 

and see the various activities.  

Well done Junior Infants! 

  

  

 

 

 

School gets 20 new Laptops  

 Sponsored by Local Businesses 

Gary Smyth, Heneghan’s Pharmacy and Genfitt under 

manager Ronan Egan have very generously sponsored a set 

of 20 laptops to the pupils of St. Aidan’s N.S.  

There was great excitement when the brand new sleek 

laptops were first opened up in 6th Class the week we 

returned to school. The laptops had been prepared for use 

by Matt Gallagher, IT Specialist, who ensured the 

necessary software was uploaded and all models had 

internet access.  

Over 15 years ago the school was very fortunate and 

grateful to receive funding for its first set of laptops from 

a local man, Tom Flatley (RIP), living in America at the time. 

These laptops have served the school very well over the 

years but were no longer fit for purpose in the last year. A 

decision was taken to replace them if it would be possible 

to source funding. Schools have become very dependent on 

fundraising initiatives to meet costs and St. Aidan’s is no 

different. We have a wonderful Parent’s Association who 

support every aspect of school life and regularly host 

events in order to raise funds for the school. 

This project, however, was much bigger and could only be 

made possible with the backing and support we received 

from Gary Smyth, Heneghan’s Pharmacy and Ronan Egan, 

Genfitt. We are extremely grateful and cannot thank them 

enough for their support towards the education of the 

pupils of St. Aidan’s. Their gesture is ‘community spirit’ at 

its best in Kiltimagh.  

While the senior classes will engage in research and project 

work as well as working on educational sites, all classes will 

be given the opportunity to learn keyboard skills and 

complete tasks using the laptops. We look forward to using 

this very worthwhile resource for many years to come. 

 

SCHOOL UNIFORM 

All the pupils are looking well in 

their uniforms for the start of 

the year.  

It is important that pupils wear 

the proper full uniform all year 

long. 

 Please note: Logoed sportswear 

and tops other than the crested 

sweatshirts are not acceptable. 

 

 



St. Aidan’s N.S. 

Newsletter 1  2016/2017 

 
 

 

See www.kiltimaghns.ie for all other news 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Green Schools – Travel Theme 

This is Year 2 of our Green Schools Travel Programme. We hope to submit an application 

in the Spring for the renewal of our Green School status by completing the various stages 

of the ‘Travel’ theme. Our first project for this has been the participation by 5th and 6th 

in the Mayo County Council ‘Cycling Training Programme’. The training was given by Gerry 

Butler who put the children through their paces both on the school grounds and on the 

road. It was a very worthwhile programme and the first time the school has participated 

in it. Cycling has become increasingly popular in and around Kiltimagh in the last few years. 

We hope that by giving the children this education it will ensure safe cyclying in the years 

ahead. 

Assembly and Dismissal 

I would like to draw your attention to the following 

which is also printed on the inside cover of the new 

School Journal which each child has (1st Class to 

6th).  

The school doors open at 8.50 am and 

parents/guardians are requested not to bring/send 

pupils to school before this time as they are not 

covered by the school’s insurance.  

It is very concerning that an increasing number of 

pupils are on the school grounds from 8.30am 

onwards having walked to school or been dropped 

off by parents/guardians. We cannot accept 

responsibility for looking after the children at 

this time. 

It should also be noted that schools are not party 

to the School Transport System and the fact that 

pupils are conveyed to or from school by bus does 

not impose any additional obligations on the school 

or teachers. 

 

 

 

Cross-Country 

4 teams (2 x boys and 2 x girls) 

represented St. Aidan’s at the 

Cumann na mBunscol Cross Country 

Championships in Swinford this 

month. They competed with teams 

from all over East Mayo for places 

at Stage 2. The 2 boys teams were 

successful and will be competing 

again at Beleek in Ballina on Thurs. 

Sept 29th. Shauna Langan (6th 

Class) had a personal best at Rd 1 

and will compete for an individual 

prize on Day 2. Well done to all 

the competitors.  

 

School Mass – Start of Year 

A special Mass will be celebrated in 

the Parish Church on Tuesday next, 

October 4th at 11.30 am. Everyone is 

welcome to join us as we ask God’s 

blessing for the school year ahead. 

 

http://www.kiltimaghns.ie/
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Annual  

Sponsored Walk 

will take place  

on Sunday, 

October 9th  

at 1.30pm 
 

Details and Sponsor Cards 

will be available this week. 

This is our most successful 

fundraiser for the school 

each year. Your support is 

very important to us.   

End of an Era! 

On the 14th of September, 1897, six St. Louis sisters got 

off the train from Monaghan alongside Fr. Denis O’Hara 

and stepped on to the platform in Kiltimagh to a great 

welcome!  This would mark the beginning of a long and 

successful era of educating the young people of Kiltimagh 

and its surrounds.  Almost 120 years later we bid farewell 

to the last members of that St. Louis Order, members of 

which have lived and worked in Kiltimagh ever since.  The 

contribution these nuns made to the lives of the people of 

this town has been truly vast.  From a start of teaching 

cooking, lace and dress making to local girls they then 

continued to educate in the primary school and the St. 

Louis Secondary school for many years to come. Names 

such as Sr. Mairéad, Sr. Fabian, Sr. Marian, Sr. Anne, Sr. 

Terence and Sr. Kathleen will bring back many memories to 

past pupils of St. Aidan’s NS.  These forward thinking nuns 

always strove to promote education and encourage children 

to do their best at school.   

The pupils and staff of St. Aidan’s National School wish 

the St. Louis Sisters the very best for the future and 

thank them for their inspiring and dedicated work in 

educating the young people of Kiltimagh for so many years. 

We look forward to participating in a special way at their 

Celebratory Mass on October 9th and hope that as many 

parents as possible will join us.  

 

MAYO DAY(S) 

Following the excitement of 

our first Mayo Day we invite 

you again to join us this 

Friday, September 30th when 

we take to the town at 

11.15am approx to cheer on 

our county ahead of the 

replay on Saturday 

UP MAYO!  

 

USED CLOTHES COLLECTION in aid of St. Aidan’s 

Starts again on Monday Oct. 3rd and will run until end of November 

We appreciate your efforts to help us raise money for our school. Tell your family and  friends 

too! Bags can be left at the school any time in the 2 months. 
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School Calendar 2016-2017 

Halloween Break (Mid-term) Closed Mon. Oct. 31st- Fri. Nov. 4th        

Christmas Holidays: Closing Thurs. Dec. 22nd @ 12noon.  

Re-opening - Mon. 9th Jan.    

Mid-Term Break:  Closed Mon Feb. 20th to Fri. Feb. 24th  

St.Patrick’s Day:  Closed Friday 17th March   

Easter Holidays: Closing Fri. April 7th. Re-opening Mon, April 24th   

May Bank Holiday: Closed Mon. May 1st  

First Holy Communion: Saturday May 6th  

PDST Staff Training Day (New Language Curriculum) Wednesday May 10th (No 

school) 

Confirmation: Sunday May 14th 

School Tour Day: June 1st Classes 2nd – 6th (June 1st - No school: Infants to 1st) 

June Bank Holiday Weekend: Closed Fri. June 2nd (school holiday) and Mon. 

June 5th  

Summer Holidays: Thurs. June 29th (School closing @ 12 noon)  

All other school events and important dates 

are available on the school website calendar 

 Please continue to observe the following – 

1.  An Absence Note (template located at back of diary for pupils 1st to 6th) is a requirement when your child 

has been absent for one or more days. Please forward to the school on the day your child 

returns or a.s.a.p.  

2. Morning Traffic – this is running quite smoothly for now but I would ask please that you 

would come round the roundabout and let your son/daughter out against the footpath. 

PLEASE DO NOT DRIVE UP IN FRONT OF THE SCHOOL UNLESS YOU ARE A PARENT WITH 

PRIOR PERMISSION i.e. parents of SEN children 

3. Collecting at end of school day – Children should not walk across the yard to a car 

unaccompanied. In the interest of safety please collect your child at the barriers.  


