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See www.kiltimaghns.ie 

 for all other news 

 

 

Belated ‘Happy New Year’ to all! 

As this is the first newsletter of 2017, ‘Best Wishes’ for a happy and healthy 

year are extended to the whole school community 

 

 

 

Surprise Visit from Inspector 

on February 1st 
St. Aidan’s N.S. underwent an 

Incidental Inspection on February 1st. 

It was conducted by Dolores Brady, 

School Inspector for this area. The 

purpose of the inspection was to 

examine  

 Teaching 

 Assessment and 

 Learning Outcomes. 

During her visit she observed the 

teaching and learning in 3 classrooms 

and examined pupils work including 

differentiated tasks for ability 

groups.  

The follow-up reports of her 

findings to the staff were extremely 

positive and encouraging. Classroom 

management was excellent, positive 

approaches and excellent practices 

were being used and all staff engage 

regularly in Curriculum Professional 

Development.  

As with any inspection some 

recommendations were made. These 

have been documented and will be 

included in our School Improvement 

Plans for Literacy and Numeracy. 

 

  

 

 

 

Grandparent’s Day 

The highlight of Catholic Schools Week each year is 

‘Grandparents Day’. This year we began our celebration by 

going to Mass at 10am. All grandparents were invited to 

attend as well as any other family members. Mrs Cunnane on 

behalf of all the boys and girls invited everyone back to the 

school for refreshments followed by time with their 

grandchildren in their respective rooms.  

 Symbols were presented at the start of Mass. 

They included a globe to represent the theme for Catholic 

School’s Week ‘ Learning with Pope Francis to Care for Our 

Common Home’,  Photos of Grandparents – brought forward 

by Jun and Sen Infant pupils, St Brigid’s Crosses (made in 

1st and 2nd classes), Poems and Prayers for grandparents 

(compiled and decorated in 2nd class), worksheets on Pope 

Francis (by 5th Class pupils) , a Candle to represent 

Catholic Schools Week 2017 and a Light in memory of all 

grandparents who have died. 

Children read prayers of the faithful and the school choir, 

under the direction of Ms Lee added much to the 

celebration. Thanks to Jo Kelly and Judy Byrne 

(grandparents) who were also involved. 

 In the Communion Reflection Ms McCallion reminded 

everyone what a special gift our grandparents are in our 

lives and a child from each class told us something that 

 they have learned from grandparents.  

 Back at the school members of the Parents’ 

Association were on hand to help with tea and treats. A 

sincere thank you to everyone involved in this annual event. 

Go mbeirimid beo ag an am seo arís! 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

First Confession, First Communion and Confirmation 

Preparation is well under way in 2nd, 5th and 6th classes in the school.  

Please see the December Newsletter for all dates and times relevant to these sacraments. 

 

http://www.kiltimaghns.ie/
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The Day the Garda Van pulled up at St. Aidan’s! 

On February 8th, Garda Conor Drury & Garda Brendan Walsh visited the Junior & 

Senior Infants in Saint Aidan’s to talk to them about Road Safety. They also talked about 

the work a Garda does every day. The infants really enjoyed listening to them and loved 

examining their equipment which included a full tour of the Garda van with flashing blue 

lights!  

When the boys and girls showed them their Safe Cross Code routine and told them all 

the safe ways they knew to cross the road they were very impressed. 

Check out our website for lots of photos of this special visit. 

School support for -  

OPERATION TRANSFORMATION  

KILTIMAGH 

In keeping with our Healthy Eating Policy, the maintenance 

of our Get Active status and our efforts to achieve the 

Green Flag status for Travel we have been doing our bit for 

this excellent initiative which is in its 2nd year and has had 

our town ‘on the move’ since early January.  

 We have continued our ever popular ‘WAKE-UP, 

SHAKE-UP’ routine every Friday morning this term 

 

  FEET FIRST FRIDAY: February 3rd all classes were 

out walking on four separate routes around Kiltimagh 

joined by some OT Leaders as well as local playgroups 

and parents 

 (Refreshing healthy treats - apples, oranges, pears, bananas 

and water as well as popcorn were given to everyone on their 

return. Sincere thanks to Shane Gilmartin for sponsoring the 

fruit etc and his staff Sean and Caroline for setting up the 

‘Treat Stations’ in the school hall.  

 10 @10 – This was a nationwide initiative on Feb. 

10th. Again we had huge support from OT Kiltimagh, 

the local playgroups and visitors when we lined up in 

front of our school to do the CHA CHA SLIDE 

arranged by Ms. Nyland. 

 

 

 

Credit Union Table Quiz  

for Schools 
4 teams represented the school at the 1st 

stage of this Quiz at local level in early 

February. We were very proud of all 4 teams 

who did very well overall.  

Under 11: Team 1- Nicky Tarpey, Cillian 

Walsh, Conor Prendergast and Chloe 

Caulfield. Under 11: Team 2 – Michael 

Smyth, Callum Mc Nicholas and Mia 

Quigley.  

U13: Team 1 -Cormac O’Mahony, Isaac 

Boyle, Natalie Langan and Alex McHale. 

Under 13: Team 2 Jonathan Mc Hugh, Jack 

Sheridan, Jonathan Houlihan and Thomas 

Maloney. Subs Aoife Conlon and Grace 

Creighton. 

The two teams in the U13 Category were 

placed 1st and 3rd.  Cormac, Isaac, 

Natalie and Alex known as the 

‘Kiltimagh Kings’  will represent the 

school and Credit Union  at Stage 2, 

Chapter Level in Hotel Ballina on March 

5th at 2pm. 

Go n-éirí an t-ádh leo! 

School Band  
3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th have been practising the 

band tunes for some time now and are ready 

to come together after mid-term to prepare 

for the St. Patrick’s Week celebrations. 

Together with the Majorettes from 2nd class 

and our Infant Float we look forward to 

participating in the St. Patrick’s Day Parade 

once again. 



St. Aidan’s N.S. 

Newsletter Jan/Feb 2016/2017 

 
 

 

 

Cumann na mBunscol 

Sports Quiz 

Congratulations to our 2 Quiz 

teams who did our school proud 

at the recent Cumann na 

mBunScol Sports Quiz.  

Team 1: Isaac Boyle, Cormac 

O’Mahony, Jack Creighton and 

Joseph Burke 

Team 2: Jack Sheridan, Thomas 

Maloney, Jonathon McHugh and 

Jonathan Houlihan 

Well done boys! 

Green Schools – Travel Theme 

We are nearing the closing date for the submission of our application for our 

 4th Green Flag for St. Aidan’s. 

While creating our Action Plan our school has set Travel targets, with the ultimate aim of increasing the 

number of pupils walking, carpooling or using park ‘n’ stride instead of the private car on the school run. 

The message from An Taisce tells us that by promoting these sustainable transport modes, schools will also 

improve pupils’ safety, health and fitness. The journey to school is an ideal way for children to take part in 

regular physical activity, to interact with their peers, and to develop the road sense children need as 

pedestrians and cyclists. Alternative modes of transport also improve children’s alertness. The schools will 

also lessen their overall impact on the environment, by reducing emissions and pollution. 

 

On March 6th we will be visited by a representative of An Taisce to assess our efforts. Evidence of all 

the initiatives undertaken will be on display in the school hall and on the Green School’s Board. There will be a 

meeting with the Green Schools’ Committee which is made up of 2 representatives from each class as well as a 

meeting with the Green Schools’ Co-ordinators Karen McHugh and Caroline Commons. Both staff led the 

initiative, supported by the whole school community over the last 2 years. They are satisfied we have done our 

best to promote ‘walking to school’ even if it is just ‘walking up the avenue’ for some pupils. Ultimately we want 

our pupils to arrive safely so we encourage parents to let their children out where they can walk the pathway 

on the school side.  

 

 ‘European Blue Star Award’ Renewal 

2 years ago St. Aidan’s achieved its first Blue Star Award. This year an 

application is being prepared for its renewal. Since September 6th Class 

have been carrying out projects and tasks on  

 the foundation and development of the European Union 

 the cultural and linguistic diversity of Europe 

 the role of the EU: what it does and how its work affects the 

lives of European citizens 

  

 Plans are underway to hold a Europe Day event in May when 6th Class will 

showcase and celebrate its achievements throughout the year. We look 

forward to this event when we will have the opportunity to see the many 

wonderful projects that are being worked on currently.  

 

Handball Success 

Congratulations also to all the pupils from our school who represented St. Aidan’s in the Cumann na 

mBunscol County Finals held at McHale Park on Tuesday Jan 24th and Thursday, Jan 26th.  

Boys U11- Singles – Andrew Maloney 5th , Boys U11 Doubles – Michael Smyth and Oisín Mulderrig 

Boys U13 – Doubles – Michael Moore and Tiernan Burke 

http://greenschoolsireland.org/seven-steps/

