St. Aidan’s N.S. – 2017/2018
Summer Newsletter
Dear Parents/Guardians,
Welcome to the final
newsletter for the
2017/2018 school year. It
has been another very busy
year for pupils and staff of
the school.
This week we are meeting
the new intake of Junior
Infants for September and
their parents will have an
opportunity to meet some
of the staff at an
Information Evening on
Wednesday, June 13th as
well as see the Infant
Classroom.
6th Class are preparing for
their Graduation Ceremony
on June 21st. They will
shortly be leaving us. I
would like to wish them
every success with their
Second Level education.
As we approach the 30th
Anniversary of the opening
of our school we hope to
mark this significant
milestone in October with a
special Mass and
celebration.
I hope you and your family
have an enjoyable summer
break. We look forward to
seeing everyone back on
Thursday, August 30th.
Anne Cunnane, Principal

ACTIVE WEEK 2018
This week June 11th to 15th is Active Week in
St. Aidan’s! It involves all classes and all
pupils get an opportunity to take part in a
number of activities led by trained leaders.
Thank you to Ms. Nyland for coordinating
the timetable and organising the Sports
Coaches.
The week will finish with Sports Day for
the pupils of 2nd to 6th on Friday. Jun. Infs,
Sen. Infs and 1st Classes will enjoy their
Sports Day on Friday 22nd.

Beautiful Weather Long Overdue!
The school playing field had not been used
since this time last year such was the effect of
poor weather conditions from September
until recently.
We are delighted to have this excellent
facility back in use again and we hope the
favourable weather continues to allow the

School Soccer League
organized by Mr Donnellan take place during
lunch break for the next few weeks.

E-payments
The first opportunity to pay a
school bill online was
introduced this month for
school tours. The uptake is
over 50% which we are
delighted with and the
feedback from parents has
been very favorable.
We appreciate your cooperation with online
payments. It reduces
significantly the amount of
cash being handled in the
school.
Any parents/guardians who
wish to continue school
payments by cash are
welcome to do so.
Please Note: Book Bills for
one or more family members
can be settled in one online
payment in Sept.

This newsletter contains very important information on a
number of items which will be of assistance to you when you
are preparing for the new school year 18/19.
Please read carefully the paragraphs on the last page


School Uniform



Safety Issues



Book Bill Part Payment Suggestion

School Website Address: kiltimaghns.ie
School Holidays: Wednesday, June 27th at 12 noon
School Re-opening: Thursday August 30th for all pupils
Please Note: Junior Infants will go home at 12 noon from Aug. 30th to Sept 5th
(5 school days). Normal time of 1:40pm from September 6th.

Chairperson of the Mayo International Choral Festival
spoke highly of St. Aidan’s N.S. Choir
This years’ School Choir is made up of 43 boys and girls from 3rd Class to 6th Class. Under the
direction of Ms. Vivienne Lee they were prepared for a number of events during the year – school
masses and special events, Church Carol Service, carol singing at Credit Union and Bank of
Ireland, Christmas Day Mass, First Communion and more.
Recently as part of the Mayo International Choral Festival 2018 the choir took part in a Tribute
Evening to George Lee. George has given a lifetime to music and choirs in Kiltimagh and
throughout Mayo, in particular with the Mayo Concert Orchestra. It was an honour for the
school to be a part of this special event and the choir were outstanding in their performance of 2
songs - Edelweiss and Why we Sing.
The Chairperson of Mayo International Choral Festival, Mr Frank Murray, made particular
reference to our choir on the night and commented on their sweet tone.
George has also given freely of his time to St. Aidan’s N.S. over the years, playing the keyboard or
Church organ to accompany his daughter Vivienne and her choir as well as other staff members.
We are extremely grateful to George for his interest in and continued support to the school.

On behalf of all the staff, past and present, I congratulate George on his lifetime
achievement award and wish him many more years of health and happiness to do what he
does best – make music! Anne Cunnane
Success of GREEN SCHOOLS Travel Flag
evident every day!
The volume of traffic into the school grounds has
greatly reduced this year and as a result there
have been significantly fewer traffic issues. It is
wonderful to see so many of the children walking
up and down the avenue every day.
The traffic calming measures and crossing on the
Main Rd. have also helped in getting the children
to school safely but we do have some concerns.

A number of motorists have brought it to
our attention that pupils have
approached the crossing and ran across
without checking for approaching cars on
the right or left. Parked cars can block the
view too.
Parents/Guardians, We ask you please to talk to
your child/children about safe crossing and go
through the SAFE CROSS CODE with them. All
classes have had lessons in road safety since the
crossing was installed but parents need to
reinforce this.

The last thing we want is an accident!

First Communion 2018
First Holy Communion took place on Saturday, May 12th in the
Church of the Holy Family, Kiltimagh. 29 children from 2nd Class
received their First Communion on that day. A special celebration
organized by the Parents Association for the children and their
families was held in the school hall following the Mass. It was a
wonderful occasion!
Sincere thanks to all involved in making this day an enjoyable and
memorable one – Fr. Michael Quinn, Fr. Pat Lynch, Deacon Martin
Lynch, Mrs Orlene Mooney (teacher), Mattie (SNA), the St.
Aidan’s N.S. Choir under the direction of Ms. Vivienne Lee, the
Parent’s Association, Sinead Conlon for the beautiful Communion
cake, the parents of 3rd Class pupils who supplied the magnificent
table of food and treats, the students from St. Louis Community
School John Paul Awards Programme and other staff members
who helped to decorate the church.

School Tours
The School Tour is a much anticipated event for all pupils. It is
an opportunity for the children together with members of staff

to engage with people, places, buildings and activities in new
ways. Tours to Dublin, Galway, Sligo and Lets Go, Breaffy
have taken place and were greatly enjoyed. The remaining
tours will take place in the next 10 days.

St. Aidan’s has received a SCIENCE FOUNDATION IRELAND DISCOVER SCIENCE and MATHS

PLAQUE of STEM EXCELLENCE
Quotes from the e-mail forwarded to Mrs Claire Hickey on May 23rd. Claire had coordinated and submitted our
application in early Spring.
‘Congratulations – all your hard work has paid off!’
‘It is fantastic to see all of the science, technology, engineering and maths work being carried out with such
enthusiasm in the school. Thank you for your efforts and we hope that you, your colleagues and the children enjoyed
taking part in the Awards programme this year’
Well done Claire, class teachers and pupils!

6th Class Presentation on Bullying

USED CLOTHES COLLECTION

6th Class with their teacher Mr. Donnellan,
engaged with lessons and activities on the
various types of bullying behaviours that are
so evident in society today. In particular they
looked at the affect that ‘online bullying’ is
having on some young people.

Last call for bags in this school year! Pick-up of
the bags collected to date will take place on
Friday June 22nd. Drop in any remaining bags by
the 21st please.

The aim of the project was to create an
awareness among the class of how to
recognize bullying behaviours and most
importantly what to do and ways to get help.

‘Say NO to BULLIES!’
was the title of the presentation made by 6th
Class to their parents and 5th Class. A wall
display Posters and some Do’s and Don’ts is
still displayed in the school hall.
th

Well done 6 Class!

Thank you sincerely for supporting this and all our
fundraising initiatives.

Parents Suggestions List
Thank you for all your suggestions recently through the Parents
Association. Liesel, PA Secretary has provided me with the
comprehensive list. These will be discussed with the relevant
people, BOM, PA, and Staff in due course. Feedback will be given
at the Parents’ Association AGM in October.
Sincere thanks to the PA and the hardworking

committee for

all their help and support during the year.

END OF YEAR REPORTS
The reports will be posted on Tuesday, 19th June.
Should you wish to speak to your child’s teacher before
year end please ring the secretary for an appointment
time.

Suggestion to make a Part Payment on Book Bills
Regarding the School Expenses Payment €30.00 (€50 for 2 pupils and €70 max per family) listed on bottom
of Book Bill each September.
This is a once off payment for your child(ren) for the year. It is used towards the cost of art and craft materials,
photocopying, digital resources, text-a-parent and stamp on Report Card envelope.
A request through the PA last year was that some parents would like the option to pay this Expenses Payment
separate to the full Book Bill to bring down the book account in September. Payment in June was suggested.
We regret that we cannot facilitate this by online payment as our accounts run from September 1 st each year to the
following August 31st and this would mean the current year end accounts would be inflated.
Should you wish to make this payment so as to spread out the bills we are happy to take it in cash, give you a
receipt and hold it until the new financial year starts in September. Contact secretary if interested.

Each school year, many questions are asked about the School Uniform and unnecessary time is
often spent checking children in part uniform/part casual dress. SHOES are always an issue. As the
year goes on we find pupils will chance wearing different items (not uniform). This only leads to
further problems with some children attempting to introduce a variety of colours and styles.
We ask you please, to adhere to the list below (some additional information has been added to
some of the items to assist you). Thank you for your co-operation, Anne Cunnane

School Uniform
Boys




Girls





navy trousers / plain navy shorts (summer weather)
a blue shirt (White shirt also if a BAND MEMBER)
round neck royal blue jumper
black/navy socks

The hot weather brought requests
for pupils to wear shorts. We
advised ‘navy shorts’ in keeping
with the uniform. Every colour,
style, pattern ++ has been worn
over the last few weeks
PLEASE NOTE: Next school year we
will only allow ‘ mid-length plain
navy shorts’ in warm weather. The
regular school uniform will have to
be worn otherwise.

a navy pinafore, skirt or trousers
round neck royal blue jumper or royal blue cardigan
white shirt
navy/black tights in colder weather and navy or white socks in warmer weather.

BLACK SHOES to be worn by both GIRLS and BOYS.
Exception: Navy deck shoes

(see picture)

WHITE/BLACK/GREY/NAVY Runners (plain style and not bright colours) on PE Days
The School Tracksuit which is navy with the school crest attached must be worn on PE days or at the
request of staff for special events e.g. Sports Day, School Tour, Active Week.
Girls wear white polo shirts and boys wear blue polo shirts with this track suit.
The tracksuit bottom if purchased separately to the top should be plain i.e no stripes, logos or
BRAND NAMES please.
Please label clothing i.e all removable items

Safety Issues - Child Protection Recommendations.






We are putting in place some measures to ensure the continued safety of the school community.
From September a buzzer system will be in place on the front door to monitor visitors to the school
daily. Further information will be available in September.
Glass Panels have been added to the doors of the rooms used by the Special Education teachers. All
other doors will be fitted with glass panels in due course
Pupils who arrive late or leave early must be signed in/signed out by the parent/guardian
accompanying them.

