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Dear Parents/Guardians,  

Welcome to the final 

newsletter for the 

2018/2019 school year. It 

has been a busy and 

successful year for pupils 

and staff. The highlights 

and some details of many of 

our activities have been 

captured and can be viewed 

on our website 

www.kiltimaghns.ie  

Last week we met the new 

intake of Junior Infants for 

September when they 

visited the school on 

Tuesday 18th and 

Wednesday 19th. An 

Information Evening  for  

their parents was held on  

Monday, June 17th.  

The 6th Class Graduation 

Ceremony took place on 

June 20th and the pupils 

finished their primary 

school education on 

Monday, June 24th. On 

behalf of the whole school 

community I would like to 

wish them every success 

with their Second Level 

education and beyond.  

I hope you and your family   

have an enjoyable summer 

break. We look forward to 

seeing everyone back on 

Thursday, August 29th. 

Anne Cunnane, Principal 

 

2019 Cumann na mBunscol Winners! 
Winning the Division A County Final on Monday, June 10th 

was a fitting finish to a great school year. There was a 

magnificent turnout of parents, siblings, extended family 

members and many Kiltimagh GAA supporters in McHale Park to 

see our boys defeat Ballinrobe N.S. by 3 points. We are extremely 

proud of this success and wish the team continued sporting 

success at St. Louis and Kiltimagh GAA Club in the years ahead.  

The school last won this cup 10 years ago in 2009. Sincere 

thanks to Brendan Donnellan for his commitment to football and 

all sports.  We congratulate him on this achievement for the 

school. Thanks also to David McVeigh and Bernie Finn for assisting 

Brendan.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sympathy 
 On behalf of all our school community I would like to extend 

our deepest sympathy to the Senior Infant teacher Deirdre 

McCallion on the recent death of her brother, John.  

 We also wish to offer our sincere condolences to the Reardon 

family on the passing of Anthony Reardon, father of Christy, 

2nd Class and Ashley 6th Class.  

May they rest in peace. 

Important Information 

School Holidays: Wednesday, June 26th at 12 noon  

School Re-opening: Thursday August 29th for all pupils 

Please Note: Junior Infants will go home at 12 noon from Aug. 29th to 

Sept 6th (7 school days).   

Normal time of 1:40pm from September 9th.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

Credit Union celebrates 30 Years at St Aidan’s!  

A warm St. Aidan’s welcome was extended to 4 officers of the Credit Union when they 

visited the school on Monday, June 24th. Mick Dolan, Chairperson of the Board of Directors. 

Kevin Garvey, Office Manager, Mairead King, Credit Union Director and former Principal and 

Aidan Staunton were on a special mission.  

Anne Cunnane, Principal had this to say to the officers ‘I personally am delighted to be associated 

with the reason for your visit this morning. As everyone here is aware the school celebrated a significant 

milestone last September – its 30th birthday.  

Today, we are celebrating 30 years again! We are celebrating that for 30 years the pupils of this school have 

been given the opportunity to become Credit Union savers. This is very special because not every school can be 

proud of this tradition. Not every school is part of a savings scheme.’  

So how did St. Aidan’s become involved with Kiltimagh Credit Union and how is it still involved 

30 years later? 

Anne continued – ‘Our story began early in 1989 when Mrs King and myself with the permission of the then Principal, Jim 

Fogarty started a weekly savings scheme for all classes. Both of us were volunteer workers at the Credit Union so knew the 

benefits this project could bring to the pupils.  

It wasn’t long until we were up and running and the feedback from parents was very positive. The pupils loved it too – in fact it 

could be said that once they arrived in Junior Infants they weren’t happy until they got their hands on a ‘pink book’ – the 

trademark item to being a member. This is still the case today! 

As part of the Maths Curriculum we talk a lot about using Maths in everyday life whether that is telling the 

time, measuring in the kitchen or going to the shops perhaps.  

The habit of saving is real life maths. We are encouraging the pupils to take up this habit in the hope that 

there will be many real life benefits for them as they grow older. 
 

Mick Dolan spoke about the Credit Union membership. Approximately one-third would have joined while attending St. Aidan’s 

and are still members today. Many are living in various parts of the world now and transact on-line. Both Mick and Kevin 

thanked the school staff for facilitating the savings scheme.    
In return for the promotion of savings in the school Kiltimagh Credit Union have been extremely good to St. 

Aidan’s all through the last 30 years.  Year after year they have supported all our fundraising events and 

have been delighted to provide us with sponsorship, raffle prizes and resources for the school.  We look 

forward every year to the Annual Poster Competition in October and the Table Quiz every January. Many of 

our pupils have experienced success at Local and Chapter Levels through the years and some have 

progressed to National Level of the competitions.   

Anne concluded –‘ On behalf of all of us I thank you sincerely for your commitment to St. Aidan’s and we hope this well 

established relationship continues long into the future’.   

Mick Dolan presented Anne with a gift cheque for 500 euro. In accepting this generous donation Anne said 

it would be used to start up a ‘sensory garden’ in one of the school’s courtyards. This facility would further 

enhance the recent establishment of a sensory room in the school.    

The celebration finished with an invitation to the pupils from the Credit Union to go outside where an ice-

cream van was waiting to treat everyone to a delicious cone. This announcement caused great excitement! 

Thanks KDCU! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Community Games 

Well done to our pupils who took part in 

the local Community Games during May. 

Many progressed to county level and some 

were successful here too, qualifying for 

the national finals. These will take place in 

August.  

We wish all taking part in the individual and 

team events at the finals every success.   

 

First Communion and Confirmation 2018 

35 children made their First Communion on Saturday, 

May 11th. Thanks to Aveen McNicholas and her team of 

helpers for the lovely ceremony and for overseeing the 

decoration of the church. 

  

64 children were confirmed on Saturday, May 25th. 

Thanks to Brendan Donnellan, Karen McHugh, Orlene 

Mooney and all who helped in any way with the 

preparation of the 5th and 6th Classes.  
 

Special thanks to Fr. Michael for the beautiful 

ceremony and thanks also to Fiona and Mattie for 

overseeing the decoration of the church. 

Sincere thanks also to the parents who ran the “You 

shall be my Witness Programme’ to coincide with the 

preparation. 

The school choir comprising of 3rd and 4th Class 

pupils added greatly to both celebrations with a 

magnificent repertoire of beautiful hymns. A very 

sincere thank you to Ms Lee for preparing the 

choir and to George Lee, organist on both days 

 

School Tours 
The School Tour is a much anticipated event 

for all pupils. It is an opportunity for the 

children together with members of staff to 

engage with people, places, buildings and 

activities in new ways. This year the senior 

tours went to Dublin, Galway and Enniscrone. 

2nd Class had a wonderful day at Let’s Go, 

Breaffy and the 3 youngest classes each had 

their own special outing too.   

Parents Association Appreciation 

Sincere thanks to Irene Henaghan - 

Chairperson, Dimps Smyth - Secretary, 

Sharon Mulderrig - Treasurer and all 

the PA for their support and hard work 

all year. All fundraising activities have 

been a huge success – the Sponsored 

Walk, the Christmas Concerts, Bake 

Sale and the Clothes collections. A most 

enjoyable Communion Party and treats 

for the Confirmation Classes were also 

organised by the PA as were the 

presentations  for children, staff and 

pupils on Internet Safety and the 

funding of the RSE Programme for 6th 

Class.  

The Buddy Bench Initiative – Sincere 

thanks to Irene and her team for arranging 

the making, painting and delivery of the 

first Buddy Bench for the school. A 

programme to support the use of the bench 

will be delivered to all pupils. 

 

SSE: Gaeilge: Focus – oral language. 

Both the Pupil Surveys and Parent Surveys have 

been completed. Ms Lee has recorded the results 

and all information. They will be used to inform 

planning in September. PDST advisor Brid Ni 

Dhonnacha will return to support us.  

  

END OF YEAR REPORTS 

The reports were posted on Wednesday, 19th June.  

As always please ring for an appointment if you wish to 

discuss any aspect of your child’s education.  

 

USED CLOTHES COLLECTION 

Pick-up of the last lot of bags took place on 

Monday,   June 24th.   

This collection raised 295 euro. 

Thank you sincerely for supporting this and all our 

fundraising initiatives.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Safety Issues - Child Protection  

 We have put in place some measures to ensure the continued safety of the school 

community. A buzzer system is in place on the front door to monitor visitors to the 

school daily.  

 All doors are closed by 9.10am. Latecomers enter at the main door 

 Pupils who arrive late or leave early must be signed in/signed out by the 

parent/guardian accompanying them  

 The school should be notified of any changes to the people collecting pupils – this is 

very important as we cannot be expected to recognize extended family members   

 

Success of Drop and Go System 

We are delighted with both the success and the feedback of the revised traffic 

arrangements which were put in place on April 1st. The Board of Management has welcomed the 

changes and has approved the fitting of a permanent safety rail and the necessary road 

markings over the summer months.  

Parents/Guardians, We ask you please, to continue to advise your child/children about 

safe crossing and go through the  SAFE CROSS CODE with them. 

 It is important too, that they use the ZEBRA CROSSING on the main road when 

crossing over from one side of the road to the other.  

 
Sports and more Sports! 

Sports Day for Senior Classes took 

place on June 12th and was a great 

success. Thanks to Brendan 

Donnellan for co-ordinating the 

timetable and activities for this day.  

Sports Day for Jun Infs, Sen 

Infs, 1st and 2nd took place on Fri. 

June 21st. This dedicated day to 

sports for the younger children has 

become an enjoyable and successful 

tradition over the years.  The 

activities for the Junior Sports Day 

are run by the 6th Class under the 

supervision of the class teachers.  

Well done 6th Class on your great 

leadership skills!  

 

Daily Mile Initiative 

‘The Daily Mile gets children out of the classroom 

for fifteen minutes a day to run or jog, at their 

own pace, with their classmates, making them 

fitter, healthier, and more able to concentrate in 

the classroom’. 

This initiative was introduced to all classes in the 

last term. It was led by Ms. Nyland and Mrs Rushe 

who have both been hugely involved in the 

promotion of activities to get our pupils more 

active.  

They also co-ordinated Active Week in May when a 

great variety of activities were timetabled for the 

whole school to enjoy. Thanks Ms. Nyland and Mrs. 

Rushe.  

We look forward to achieving our next Active Flag 

in the new school year! 



 

School Uniform 

Boys  

 navy trousers / plain navy shorts (summer weather) 

 a blue shirt (White shirt also if a BAND MEMBER) 

 round neck royal blue jumper 

 black/navy socks 

Girls  

 a navy pinafore, skirt or trousers 

 round neck royal blue jumper or royal blue cardigan  

 white shirt 

 navy/black tights in colder weather and navy or white socks in warmer weather.  

  

BLACK SHOES (NOT BLACK RUNNERS) to be worn by both GIRLS and BOYS.  

Exception: Navy deck shoes for girls  (see picture) 

WHITE/BLACK/GREY/NAVY Runners (plain style and not bright colours) on PE Days  

The School Tracksuit which is navy with the school crest attached must be worn on PE days or at the 

request of staff for special events e.g. Sports Day, School Tour, Active Week.  

Girls wear white polo shirts and boys wear blue polo shirts with this track suit.  

The tracksuit bottom if purchased separately to the top should be plain i.e no stripes, logos or 

BRAND NAMES please.  

Please label clothing i.e all removable items 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 

All  shorts worn should be  

mid-length and plain navy - 

(NO stripes , NO logos, NO 

coloured panels please) 

 

Where to purchase the school uniform 

Parents are not obliged to purchase the uniform from any one particular outlet. Many of the 

items can be purchased from a number of stockists. 

Our local supplier, Beatrice Groarke of BeaWear, closed her premises during the year but plans 

to open a POP-UP SHOP on August 1st for the month. She has a large supply of uniforms still 

in stock and is offering good value and reduced prices on many items.  

In the event that you would like to purchase earlier than that you can contact Beatrice on her 

mobile at 0879637293. She is happy to arrange an appointment to fit out any pupil.  

 

Each school year, many questions are asked about the School Uniform and unnecessary time is spent checking 

children in part uniform/part casual dress.  SHOES are always an issue. As the year goes on we find pupils will chance 

wearing different items (not uniform). This only leads to further problems with some children attempting to 

introduce a variety of colours and styles.    

We ask you please, to adhere to the list above 

(some additional information has been added to some of the items to assist you). 

Thank you for your co-operation, Anne Cunnane 

 


